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Insurance, school bills wind up on dead bills list
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Some Coast-backed legislation died with a deadline late Tuesday, including a homeowners’ insurance “policyholders bill of rights” and a plan to push back the school start date. 
House Bill 563 would have codified language from a court decision saying the burden of proof is on an insurance company to prove an exclusion in a policy applies to a claim. The measure had passed the House, but Senate Insurance Committee Chairman Eugene S. Clarke, R-Hollandale, didn’t take the bill up before Tuesday’s deadline. 
Clarke has said he believes the key to solving insurance problems is increasing competition to lower prices, not more regulation. He has let similar proposals die in recent years. 
Lt. Gov. Phil Bryant also had heartburn over the bill. He said it would duplicate some of the state Insurance Department’s version of a policyholder’s bill of rights implemented in 2007. The insurance department also didn’t back the House bill, saying its version is sufficient. 
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